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Fraternity
delivers
essentials
for families

Marlin
Heyward

BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Eta Rho Educational
Services of the Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc. will participate in the 2017 Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day of
Service for the fifth time
next month. The group will
continue their project titled
“Midtown Neighborhood
Family Support Care Packages.”
“Dr. King once said that
‘Life’s most persistent and
urgent question is, ‘What
are you doing for others?’”
said Bill Puller, long-time
Eta Rho member and
founder of the Shirley Proctor Puller Foundation. “We
all are responsible for our
fellow man… and to those
who are less fortunate than
us.”
The boys of Eta Rho will
reach out to five local
churches in finding families
on public assistance that
need extra help. The group
will give out bags of nonperishable hygiene and household items for the families,
which will include toilet
paper, toothpaste, dishwasher soap, plastic utensils, cleaning supplies and
first-aid kits.
See FAMILIES, page 7

Giving
back during
Christmas

The Woodson Museum’s toy drive doubled in size from last year.

bring out the dolls, balls
and books
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum was overflowing
with community members for their annual open
house where everyone
was asked to participate in
this year’s toy drive called
Bring
Out
the
Dolls. Bring Out the
Balls. Bring Out the
Books.
And that they did.
More than 1,000 toys
were donated for underprivileged children.

Bring out the Dolls is
the brainchild of Attorney
Shannon Ligon, founder
of Legacy Entertainment
& Arts Foundation. After
seeing Facebook posts of
Ligon celebrating the success of the first toy drive
in Orlando, museum
Chair Terri Lipsey Scott
approached her about
partnering with the
Woodson for area children and added gifts for
boys also.
The concept for Bring
Out the Dolls came when
a 12-year-old girl Ligon
was representing in Or-

lando was being bullied
because of her natural
hair. So Ligon and members of her foundation
came up with an idea to
help her young client find
“self-esteem, encouragement and the support to
understand that no matter
what you look like or
where you come from, we
are all beautiful.”
“This is something
that started four years ago
and I would have never
imaged that it would grow
to this magnitude,” said
Ligon. “What you guys
are doing here helps so

many families.”
Last year the toy drive
yielded approximately 500
gifts, and this year has
seen the amount double.
“It’s been extremely
overwhelming to see the
generosity from those in
the community,” said
Lipsey Scott.
The toys collected will
be given to children
whose parents are in
prison, displaced families
living in motels, some Jordan Park residents and
other families who have
been identified as in need.
See GIFTS, page 10

‘The Family Blessing’
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The holiday season
without the “The Family Blessing” is like
imagining Christmas
without eggnog. The
19th annual community
production of what was
once the “Chocolate
Nutcracker” still draws
crowds from around
the Tampa Bay area to
kick start the winter
holidays.
“If you want to be a

dancer in life, it gets
you ready for everything,” said Dunedin
middle school seventh
grader Joshua Christopher Gregory Smith
backstage before the
show.
Smith has been with
Arts 4 Life for the last
three years. He started
out playing the best
friend to the main character and protagonist
Michael. Smith’s favorite scene in the production is the city
See BLESSING, page 12

Mahaffey Theater came alive
with ‘The Family Blessing.’

Gina Sims, left, with her
partner Tiffany Cohen.

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETESBURG –
Christmas came early this
year for some 50 families
around the community in
need of a helping hand.
“I just got a call yesterday from the director asking me to be here at 7:30 in
the
morning,”
said
Moneshea Harris.
Harris had no idea
when she dropped her twoyear-old daughter off for
school at UMCM Early
Learning Center at McCabe Wednesday morning
that she would be the recipient of a $100 Visa gift
card from Attorney James
Flynn, also known as “Your
Southside Lawyer.”
“This is all about Christmas, it’s about community
and we’re giving back,”
said Flynn.
The idea came about
when Jeff Copeland, executive director of the Pinellas County Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, was having lunch
with Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin.
Copeland, looking for
ways to help families have
a merry Christmas, took
Tomalin’s suggestion of
teaming up with the St. Petersburg Police Department and distributing
needed holiday cheer to
those less fortunate.
Once Flynn heard
about the idea, he quickly
got on board by offering to
pay.
“Today I really saw the
See HELPING, page 7
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Truth about the Emancipation
Proclamation
January 1, 2017,
marks the 154th anniversary of the day Abraham
Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation. The NAACP celebrates the Emancipation
Proclamation annually,
but not because it freed
slaves or abolished slavery, but because we recognize it as a catalyst for
slaves being freed and
because of the importance of us celebrating
all of our history.
The Emancipation
Proclamation served as a
symbol that changed the
course of the Civil War.
The war was originally in
the North aimed at uniting the North and the
South; however the
Emancipation Proclamation changed the dialogue
from
a
conversation about the
North and South uniting
into one about slavery.
Each time the Union
was able to proclaim vic-

tory, it was a victory that
could be exhorted by
those who opposed slavery. It served as a symbol of hope for those who
were fighting for their
freedom. It simply gave
slaves the hope that freedom was attainable.
This year’s NAACP
celebration of the Emancipation Proclamation
continue to serve as a
reminder that our social
and economic chains of
slavery can be abolished
just as our ancestors’
physical chains were. We
must continue to fight
and understand that if we
see no reason to fight for
socioeconomic justice,
we can’t expect for anyone to do it for us.
Next year’s celebration will be hosted Sunday, Jan. 1, 2017, at
Positive Impact Ministries, where Pastor
Brubaker
Kara’lynne
tends her flock. Located
at 2750 34th St. S, St. Pe-

tersburg, the program
will be at 3 p.m.
Pastor Robert Vinson, senior pastor of
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church will
be the speaker. In addition to the Emancipation
Service, the National
Council
of
Negro
Women St. Petersburg
Metropolitan Section will
join the NAACP in presenting the Dorothy
Height Forever Stamp to
the community.
Maria L. Scruggs,
President, St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP

A message from Daystar
More than 34 years
ago, Monsignor John P.
McNulty started Daystar
Life Center in the basement of St. Mary Our
Lady of Grace Catholic
Church in downtown St.
Petersburg. His compassion for the poor and his
belief that we are called
to serve compelled him
to take action in a bad
economy with high unemployment rates and
more and more people
unable to meet their
basic needs.
Monsignor McNulty
was also an eloquent, astute and inspiring writer.
Here is a Christmas message he wrote:
A Blessed Christmas
to you and your loved
ones.
This should be a very
grace filled time as you
prepare to greet the
Child in His cold, bleak
stable. With His shivering, anxious Mother and
frantic Joseph furiously
readying to escape to
Egypt to save the Life of
Him who was Life.
Mary and Joseph
saved Him. But 33 years
later the people He came
to save crucified the
Christmas Child. Forty
years later old Apostle

John wept as he wrote:
“He came unto His own
and His own received
Him not.”
The Christmas Child
challenges: “If you love
Me then love My Least
ones the way I loved you.
Whatever you do or do
not do to one of them so
you do or do not do to
me.” Thereby hangs
Heaven or hell. Salvation
or damnation. We cannot
ever escape the tremendous eternal implications
of Love: Christmas and
the Cross made the
Christmas Child our
Brother. We are our
brother’s keeper. Prisoners of Love. Or escapees.
As the ghost of Dickens business man Marley
shrieked
despairingly: “Mankind
was my business.”
This Christmas the

Child starves in African
deserts. He sleeps in
your woods and under
your interstate bridges.
He is the malnourished
infant sucking Kool-aid
instead of milk from his
bottle. He is the old helpless lady you read about.
Dying helpless and
alone. He is the evicted
mother and her children.
In your city. Now. This
Christmas.
You love Him. Then
go to Him in His Daystar.
His Centurions. But go
to where He suffers.
Or leave the Child
and His mother hungry.
Let them sleep under the
Interstate.
This is our Christmas
and forever choice.
May the Child of
Christmas feel your embrace.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Progress denied south of Central
Dear Editor,
As many of you know
the City of St. Petersburg
is facing a slew of issues
under Mayor Rick Kriseman’s
administration
such as the unorthodox
disbursement of CRA
funds and the “sewage
crisis,” which happens to
be the latest public concern.
Many residents have
concluded that Mayor
Kriseman and his administration breached public
trust in a way that is reprehensible and that there
is nothing he or his staff
can do to rebuild that
trust at this point. The
economic plan of this administration has been a
disaster for residents;
starting with the destruction of the iconic St.
Pete Pier, to “Baseball
Forever,” to the CRA program, which disbursed
tax dollars to wealthy
businesses outside of the
CRA area.
Some citizens of
south St. Pete are also
done with Mayor Kriseman and his empty
promises of prosperity.
Many residents of south
St. Pete feel that Mayor
Kriseman’s economic
plans do not include
south St. Pete. This is evident by the wealth and
privilege that surrounds
the area. The number of
high-end condos, apartments and businesses
that now inundate downtown St. Pete is spectacular when you consider
just a few years ago residents were considering
naming downtown St.
Pete a historic district.
With all the new development that has made
downtown St. Pete the
focal point of economic
progress and prosperity,
at least in terms of conversation by this administration, none of that
development
has
reached south of Central
Avenue. In fact, the new
tenants of these high-end
downtown
structures
have brought with them
an air of aristocracy that
ostracizes other local
residents to the point of
being second-class citizens.
This is especially true
when it comes to the
African-American community in St. Petersburg.

The new residents of
these upscale condos,
apartments and businesses do not patronize
local black businesses
south of Central or even
socialize with local
African Americans past
the point of a curt smile
or a slight nod of the
head when destinations
force eye contact.
Obviously, their income is substantial
enough to afford luxury
living quarters on or
near the waterfront, so
it’s safe to assume that
many of our new neighbors are not native to
south St. Petersburg.
We see them daily in the
malls,
supermarkets,
shops and many events;
it is understood that they
are the upper echelon of
local society, in the subtlest ways.
They are however,
charming and cheerful
when interacting among
themselves and for the
most part harmless in
terms of being obnoxious or overly rude. They
do make it clear however, that they have no
economic interest south
of Central Avenue, and
that sentiment is quickly
relayed to them by investors, realtors, businesses and marketers
hired with our tax dollars
who solicit their patronage. But, who can blame
them? What does south
St. Pete have to offer?
The Deuces Live?

There are no multimillion dollar investments in south St. Pete’s
corridors even though
its residents will pay over
270 million in taxes over
a 30 year time span and
will “potentially” receive
only 60 million under the
CRA program.
The mayor assumes
south St. Pete residents
are content with block
parties and a parade
every year, so he has no
desire to spur investment in the area, except
for Tropicana Field.
Even though the city
promised residents that
the property would be
used to benefit local
African Americans who
sold their homes and unearthed dead relatives to
make way for development.
The Kriseman administration was not even
thought of when this 40year-old promise was
made, and it’s obvious
that they do not plan to
honor it, like many of
their predecessors who
worked for taxpayers.
Chico Cromartie
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Matters of the Heart 9th Annual Christmas Toys for Tots event
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Matters of the Heart
Radio Ministry hosted its
9th Annual Christmas
Toys for Tots Christmas
Celebration
Saturday,
Dec. 10 at Glad Tidings
Assembly of God. The
event was hosted by radio
Princess
personality
Denise Wright from
Praise 1590 AM WRXB &
96.5 FM Radio.
For nine years, Wright
and her ministry has
hosted this event to bless
poverty stricken families
in the community because
it was a time in her life
when she relied on the
generosity of others.
Raising three children
as a single parent, Wright
is no stranger to the hardships that many families

are up against, especially
in the current economic
climate.
“Many times I didn’t
have food in the refrigerator, lights were off, water
was off, car broke down,
getting evicted,” she said.
But while attending New
Mt Olive Primitive Baptist
Church
some
three
decades ago, a member
approached her confessing to having turned in
her name as a recipient
for a food basket.
“I remember that,”
Wright said. In fact it is
this very type of act of
kindness that has fueled
her all these years to keep
giving back. “Somebody
was always thinking of
me, they knew I needed
help.”
Although it’s been a
long time since Wright

needed assistance herself,
she will never forget
Mother Dora Livingston
and Mother Emma Davis
who reached out to her
when she was in need.
Each year she gives
back with the help of the
community. This year’s
event wouldn’t have been
possible without the help
of Senior Pastor Dr.
Randy Helms of Glad Tidings Assembly of God and
his congregation who always financially support
her efforts along with donations from Walmart,
community members and
even Wright’s own pocket
book was tapped.
At the time of the celebration, 15 families totaling 65 children were
blessed with two toys for
each child and a $50 gift
certificate from Walmart.
But before the give-

aways and food, there
were musical selections
by Word of Life Fellowship Youth Choir, Agape
Kingdom Singers from
Bay Vista Church of
Christ and “Amazing
Grace” sung by Madison
Chartier.
The praise dancers
that everyone clapping included For God’s Glory
Community Praise and
Mime Ministry, Favors
Second Generation and
Glorious Praise Pantomime. Storytelling time
with performed by Veronica James and Pastor
Roger and Marge Asselin
delivered a powerful
prayer for the children.
This year’s Mistress of
Ceremony was Evangelist
Lynette Hicks and Beverly Sanders gave the welcome.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Building self-esteem in young girls ‘The Dream Through Our Eyes’
BY LAURA
MULROONEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Body shaming is the act
of making critical comments about one’s size or
weight, whether it is toward oneself or another,
according to popular sociological and psychological definitions.
Self-esteem reflects a
person’s overall subjective emotional evaluation
of his or her own worth.
It is a judgment of oneself
as well as an attitude toward the self.
Dr. Shari Hooker,
CEO and director of the
Caring for Girls Academy
Inc., aims to build self-esteem in others through
knowledge. She believes
that a girl’s physical body
and inner body are linked
to self-confidence, selfworth and self-esteem.
As part of the MLK
Day of Service, Caring
for Girls Academy Inc.,
will host a two-day conference next month providing educational sessions
in the categories of etiquette, physical fitness
and growth and development.
The first day will take
place at the Pentecostal
Temple Church, 2230
22nd St. S, St. Petersburg, on Jan. 7 beginning
at 8 a.m. Girls between
the ages of 12-18 will be
split into smaller groups
and will be taught appropriate conventions of society ranging from table

manners to how social
skills relate to various interactions with others. Simultaneously, a medical
professional will answer
questions and cover topics about body development, both physically
and mentally. Groups will
then swap.
The second day of
the conference will take
place Monday, Jan.16
starting at 8: 30 a.m. at
Seminole Park, 30th
Street North and Third
Avenue North, St. Petersburg. Here the girls will
focus on physical education and nutrition. Participants will be encouraged
to express their opinions
and give suggestions for
any improvements at the
end of each exercise.
Last year Caring for
Girls Academy Inc.,
played host to 30 participants, and this year
Hooker is looking to double the number of young
ladies.
As a mental health
therapist within the Pinellas County School system, Hooker sees how
detrimental emotional
and physical abuse is on
young school-aged girls.
“I see younger moms
and if they don’t know,
how are they raising babies who are supposed to
know,” she said. “The
more [girls] that we can
reach, the more our numbers increase, the more
girls we can hold onto.”
Hooker’s goal is to educate the young ladies in
a friendly structured en-

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

vironment
where they
can speak freely.
“I want to get their
feelings out, I want them
to talk,” said Hooker.
Caring for Girls, Inc.
was founded in 2011 and
started doing workshops
as early as two years ago.
The program has had a
history of inconsistent
participation,
which
Hooker attributes to inconsistencies in the girls’
lives.
“I
believe
their
choices are based off of
self-esteem.
their
Whether too high or too
low,” she remarked.
Hooker has reached
out to schools, churches,
Facebook and even her
own daughter and her
friends.
The conference and
monthly workshops are
in need of participants
and volunteers who “walk
the walk and talk the
talk.”
Dr. Hooker can be
reached at shooker48@caring4girls.com or (727) 3498197. For more information
on Caring for Girls, Inc.,
logon to caringforgirls.com.

CONNECT WITH US!

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Gathering of Women,
Inc. was awarded a 2017
MLK Day of Service grant
to produce a reenactment
of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s speech “I Have a
Dream.” By bringing to
life the epic story of one of
the most important figures in American history,
the production entitled
“The Dream Through
Our Eyes” will give children ages 5-17 and chance
to personalize Dr. King’s
dream.
“My vision was to introduce the children to
the “I Have a Dream”
speech so that they would
understand our heritage,
and the milestones that
came about,” said Samantha Richardson, chair of
the Gathering of Women.
Richardson believes
that once the children
learn about the struggles
for civil rights, they will
have a better understanding of the hardships
African Americans had to
endure just to receive
basic rights as a citizen,
rights that many people
take for granted.
“They will understand
that we couldn’t vote and
the milestones won,” she
said. “They will understand that all people and
children are equal.”
The acting parts for
several characters have already been filled, but for
those interested in videotaping, there will be an op-

portunity to learn the fundamentals while recording the entire day.
The art group headed
up by Joshua Johnson will
be responsible for creating the posters that will be
placed on the stage that
will display many of the
images during the era,
such as protest marches,
riots, the Black Panthers,
Malcom X and police brutality. For children interested in singing, there will
be a background choir
formed under the leadership of Josephine Lampley, and makeup will be
done by Joan Reed.
Richardson said they are
now scouring vintage
clothes shops for attire for
the entire cast.
Before lights, camera,
action, the children will
spend time broken into
small groups where they
will learn and discuss
some of the issues that
the civil rights era addressed such as the desegregation of schools
and the military, voting
rights and the 1963 March
on Washington, where Dr.
King’s speech was immortalized.
They will also become
familiar with some of the
other civil rights leaders,
who along with Dr. King
orchestrated the March
on Washington: James
Farmer, Congress of
Racial Equality; John
Lewis, Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee;
A.
Phillip
Randolph, Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porter; Roy
Wilkins, National Associa-

tion for the
Advancement
of Colored People and Whitney Young,
Jr.,
National
Urban
League. These six men
became known as the
“Big Six Organizers.”
“King talked about
freedom, people being sisters and brothers, violence and injustice,” she
explained. “All conditions
that still exist today.”
The Gathering of
Women is making it their
mission to teach today’s
youth about the sacrifices
that were made by to
break the yoke of institutionalized racism in the
Jim Crow South.
“They think things
came automatic; they
don’t understand the sacrifices that had to be
made. They need to see
the struggles through
their eyes,” Richardson
said.
The production will
take place Monday, Jan.
16 from 9-1 p.m. at Pinellas Technical College, 901
34th St. S. If you know
your way around a video
camera and would like to
volunteer your time,
please call (727) 433-1352.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Eta Rho: Helping make ends meet
FAMILIES, from front page

“These items cannot
be obtained with food
stamps,” said Puller.
“The project is an augmentation of their assistance,”
said
Marlin
Heyward, who serves as
vice basileus for the Eta
Rho Chapter.
Heyward, 48, said that
Christmas often puts pressure on people to buy bigger items than needed.
“This is where small,
trivial items become the
most important,” he said.
“What looks trivial becomes needy especially
this time of year.”
The Eta Rho chapter
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is a non-profit
service-based organization that helps promote

academic
excellence
through activities and
events. Their popular program entitled Pathfinder
helps adolescent males
enhance their resiliency
to challenges and hardships while developing
leadership skills.
There are some 63
members of the Eta Rho
chapter, including Senator
Darryl Rouson, who
brought the MLK Day of
Service to St. Petersburg
in 2012.
The five St. Pete
churches assisting include Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist church, Cross and
Anvil/Mt. Zion AME
Church, Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist, Gethsemane Missionary Bap-

tist and Word for Life Fellowship.
Being awarded $5,000
this year, Heyward and
his team is expected to deliver 45 totes of non-perishable items, with each
tote estimated to cost
around $100.
Sunday, Jan. 15, the
brothers will purchase the
items from Walmart Supercenter and distribute
them to the selected families at four churches, leaving one church for the
actual day of service.
Later that day, a fellowship meeting is scheduled
between the group and
families. Heyward said
that the project has improved over the years because of suggestions

followed from the families,
such as plastic totes and
an extra day to distribute.
“It has grown in popularity,” Heyward said.
“People will ask if I’m
doing the same project
and tell me of families that
are in need.”
Eta Rho chapter holds
many events throughout
the year, including their
annual talent hunt, golf
tournament, distribution
of Thanksgiving baskets
and Achievement Week
program. These events
help sponsor scholarships
for upcoming college students.
“We do not have the
option of not serving; it is
a requirement,” Puller finished.

Helping families in need during the holidays
HELPING, from front page

true meaning of giving by
seeing the expressions on
people’s faces. It touched
my heart,” said Copeland.
Tiffany Cohen and her
partner Gina Sims were
elated to get some extra
help for their son. In the
process of adopting ninemonth-old Codi, they are
appreciative for any help
that’s out there.

Five parents in total
were chosen by center Director Toshiko Pinckney,
who was also instrumental in helping Copeland
identify other families in
the community along with
city workers and the police department.
“The St. Petersburg
Police Department is the
bedrock of the commu-

nity,” said Flynn. “Any
time you can partner up
with law enforcement, it’s
a good thing. We need
them and they need us.”
Escorted by a slew of
Flynn
and
officers,
Copeland finished handing out the gifts cards well
into the afternoon.
“It was a great day,”
said Copeland.

Ernest and Elyssa Benton receiving their gift card from Atty. James Flynn.
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

Law Office Of
B. Brinson Insurance Agency RONALD
L. NELSON, P.A.
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mental health focus of JWB Summit
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
With the hustle and bustle of
the holiday season, it’s easy
to lose sight of the real issues plaguing communities,
friends and family members.
One of the main concerns
that are cropping up all
across the nation is behavioral health, and the Juvenile
Welfare Board (JWB) has
made it a top priority.
In their yearly summit,
which was held Friday, Dec.
16 at the Seminole campus
of St. Petersburg College,
the JWB discussed the steps
that are being taken locally
to battle the crisis of substance abuse and mental
health issues.
“You have to keep talking and figure out how to get
your information out,” said
JWB Executive Director Dr.
Marcie Biddleman. “We’ve
worked diligently, and doing
it together we’re going to get
places.”
And with a new emphasis on community, the JWB
and its partners are setting
up committees to discuss
how to tackle mental health
issues that persist throughout Pinellas County, wreaking havoc on families and
essentially the children exposed to parents in crisis.
Rep. Kathleen Peters,
Florida House of Representatives has become a strong
advocate and an essential

ally to Sheriff Bob Gualtieri
who is passionate about behavioral health reform.
Rep. Peters, who incidentally once worked at the
JWB, toured dozens of prisons and estimates that more
than 80 percent of the people
entering prison are in need
of treatment for addiction.
She further stated the data
suggests that one in every
five adults suffer from some
form of mental illness.
That’s more than 43 million people nationwide, and
remember that’s only accounting for adults, not children. Some 60 percent of
those adults tend not seek
treatment and if they do, it is
usually decades after their
first symptoms. Most selfmedicate creating further issues with addiction.
“That’s why this is important,” said Rep. Peters,
who informed attendees that
signs and symptoms of mental illness start between age
14 and 25. “It is the number
one crisis in this country.”
So what is the plan and
how will it affect Pinellas
County?
In a recent study conducted by the University of
South Florida as to what was
happening here in Pinellas
County, 33 repeat offenders
were pinpointed. Every one
of them has mental illness, is
addicted to drugs and is
homeless. It’s estimated the
cost of incarceration has cost
the Pinellas County taxpay-

Rep. Kathleen Peters

ers roughly $2 million a year.
“Jails have become the
new mental hospitals,” Rep.
Peters said, while sharing
that mental illness and substance abuse were completely consuming all the
resources in law enforcement, the court system and
the jail system.
Local organizations took
it to the governor advocating
for more money to combat
the issue. The Department
of Children and Families
secretary Mike Carroll was
called in to develop a model
for mental health services in
Florida and to streamline the
budget. He was at the summit and shared additional
funds weren’t coming until
the money being dispersed
now to deal with mental illness and substance abuse
start showing results.
“We’re never going to
have the level of resources
we need to fix it,” said Carroll, who has worked in the
behavioral health for 25
years. He feels the way to get
the biggest bang out of
every buck is to collaboratively plan on how the community and essentially the
state are going to make the
fight more successful.
“Folks need the right
services at the right time.
These issues aren’t going to
go away,” he said.
President & CEO of
Suncoast Center, Inc. Barbara Daire believes the answer lies with the Health and

JWB Exec. Dir., Marcie Biddleman

Human Services Leadership
Board that consists of three
county
commissioners,
three school board members and three JWB board
members. Along with the
sheriff, they find ways to involve the community in contributing to solutions to
health problems.
So the administrative
forum, which is a subgroup
of the board consisting of
CEO’s of all the human services agencies, divided into
two groups. One was to talk
about potential ways to solve
the issue of the 33 main offenders, and the other was to
look at the behavioral health
system and retool it. They
decided more resources
needed to go to early intervention, prevention and education.
“These kind of issues
start very early in a family, so
the earlier we can get to
them the better off we will
be,” said Daire.
The other solution was
to develop a program to address those same 33 repeat
offenders, so $964,000 was
set aside to form a unique
program consisting of a therapist, a psychiatrist, a nurse,
two housing case managers
and also a sheriff’s officer.
The team works together
along with the Suncoast
Center and Boley to provide
housing to 30 of those individuals draining the county’s
resources.
Daire states the key

component to reaching
them is engagement. Many
were removed early on from
their homes due to parental
substance abuse or were
identified with issues in elementary school.
“They fell through the
cracks,” said Daire. “Somehow they didn’t get the services they needed or they
didn’t follow up.”
The program began in
June and after six months all
have housing and are receiving therapy services. Only
one was arrested and two
others were referred to crisis intervention.
“We have significantly
changed that system,” said
Daire, speaking of the revolving door to the prison.
Other steps being taken
include more officers being
trained in crisis intervention
to prevent deadly force and
arrests. Instead Peters encourages officers to refer
persons undergoing a psychotic break and to use less
confrontational means to get
the situation under control.
“We put the money in
the budget,” said Rep. Peters, “but that’s not enough.
It has to be more than a couple officers and it needs to be
accepted.”
Peters also discussed the
passing of Senate Bill 12,
which requires every county
to create access to critical
treatment right away and SB
977 that allows nurse practitioners and physician assis-

DCF Secretary, Mike Carroll

tants to prescribe medication.
But what she was most
passionate about was the
Marchman Act in Hillsborough County, which provides for assessment,
stabilization and treatment
for individuals who are severely impaired due to substance abuse and are
refusing voluntary treatment.
In Pinellas County when
911 is called in a crisis, instead of trained professionals assessing the individual,
the sheriff’s office assesses
them. So in substance abuse
cases where the user should
be transported to a medical
facility for detox and treatment, in counties without
the Marchman Act users are
taken to jail, charged with a
crime and detoxes behind
bars.
Daire shared that the
commitment has been approved to allocate funds for a
Marchman program in
Pinellas.
Other
organizations
spoke of what they were
doing to bring the community together, but the overall
message was clear: the only
way to eliminate the stigma
associated with mental illness is to start talking about
it, educate the public with
the signs and symptoms and
implement productive programs to prevent the
pipeline to prison.

Barbara Daire, Suncoast Center, Inc.

GET INVOLVED!

Volunteer
Volunteer to
to serve
serve in
in aa local
local project
project on
on
MLK
MLK Day
Day of
of Service
Service January
January 16,
16, 2017
2017

MLK Day of Service A DAy ON, NOT A DAy Off
cONGrATuLATIONS TO ThE MLK DAy Of SErVIcE AwArD rEcIpIENTS
5000 Role Models of Gibbs High School
and Melrose Elementary
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
- Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter
Anointed Word Fellowship
Association of Naval Services Officers (ANSO)
BETHEL AME HUMAN SERVICES AND
EDUCATION FOUNDATION, INC.
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church Young
Lions and Daughters of Imani
Caring For Girls Academy Inc.
CASA (Community Action Stops Abuse, Inc.)
Christ Gospel Church of St. Petersburg, Inc.
Churches United for a Healthy Congregation
- A program of the James B. Sanderlin NFC
Community EFX, Inc.
Cross and Anvil Human Services, Inc.
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
(St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter)
Dyvine Appointments Salon and
Hair Loss Clinic
Eta Rho Educational Services /
Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Everyday Hero Project
Excellerated Youth
Faith House Florida, Inc.
Florida A&M University College
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
Florida Dream Center, Inc
Fred G. Minnis Sr. Bar Association
Garden Florida

Girlfriends and 5000 Role Models
of Pinellas Park Middle School
Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County
Hair By Ahsile LLC
Happy Worker's Learning Center Inc.
Healthy Start at Johns Hopkins All Children's
HIV/AIDS ACTION COMMITTEE
Inspirational Ties
K-H Edutainment
Lakewood Elementary School
Lawson Funeral Home- COLORS
Love the Golden Rule, Inc.
Melrose Elementary School Girlfriends &
5000 Role Models
Meraki Beauti
Mercy Keepers, Inc.
Midtown Celebrity Club, Inc.
Mt. Moriah Christian Fundamental Academy
Mt. Zion Human Services program,
Sistahs Surviving Breast Cancer
My Daughter's Keeper of Tampa Bay, Inc.
New Direction Career Services, Inc
NEW EXPRESSIONS GOING FORWARD, INC.
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Parent Support for Education Council, Inc
Phoenix UPLIFT (Uplifting People
Living in Fire Tragedy)
Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc.
SCLC OF PINELLAS

Learn more
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService

Sistahs of Compassion Supporting
Cancer Survivors Inc.
Sofia Forte's Catering
Sparkly Clean Services, Inc.
Spirit of Tampa Bay Community Choir
St. Petersburg Police Athletic League
St. Petersburg Pregnancy Center /The Next
STEPP Center
Suncoast Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc.
Swiyyah Productions Inc.
Tampa Bay Living Green/ Sustainable Urban
Agriculture Coalition (SUAC)
Tampa Metropolitan Area YMCA
The Clinic at 721, Inc.
The Deuces Live, Inc.
The Gathering of Women , Inc.
The Links, Incorporated,
St. Petersburg (FL) Chapter
The Local Food Project/Local Food Park, Inc.
The Red Tent Women's Initiative
Triumph Learning Center, LLC
Unitarian Universalist Church of St. Petersburg
-UU’s Helping People Homeless Ministry
Venture House, a program of
Bright Community Trust Inc
WestCare GulfCoast Florida, Inc.
Williams Park Partnership
Workforce Solutions of Tampa Bay, Inc.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Incorporated
- Zeta Gamma Zeta Chapter
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Scholarship
Christmas Party
Friday, December 23, 2016

Sickle cell families enjoy
holiday luncheon
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Enoch Davis Center
was brimming with holiday joy when the board
members of the Sickle
Cell Association, St. Petersburg Chapter hosted
earlier this month their
free luncheon for families coping with the
deadly disease.
Busara Pitts served
as the Mistress of Ceremony and kept the program rolling smoothly.
Dressed in festive attire,
88 people enjoyed gifts
and
entertainment.
Xavier McKinney, the
2015-17 sickle cell poster
child, brought the welcome, Mia Poole song

her heart out and Arlee
Steele said the prayer before everyone feasted on
a hearty meal.
The program also included congregational
Christmas carols and a
dance performance by
the Praise Expressions of
Southside Tabernacle
Baptist Church. Nationally renowned balloon
artist Mark “The Balloon
Guy” Byrne dazzled the
kids and adults with fantastic artistic creations
using balloons to make
personalized gifts.
After the meal, Jolly
Old Santa Claus arrived
bringing lots of cheer, excitement and applause.

He and his helpers
quickly passed out presents while he stopped to
take photos with many of
the children. Remarks
were made by event
chair Ethel Moody, and
reflections were given by
Mary Murph, president
and founder of the association. She also reminded the group of the
next support group meeting Feb. 28, 2017, at the
Enoch Davis Center.
For more information
on Sickle Cell Disease,
please
contact
Mr.
Melvin Smith, Sickle Cell
Coordinator at (727) 8962355.

8:00 pm - Midnight
Tickets $15
BYOF • Cash Bar
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water

Gulfport
Casino Ballroom

5500 Shore Blvd. S.,
Gulfport, FL 33707
For Tickets and Information Call:
Mary Allen: 727-327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams: 727-864-3323
Shirley Smith: 727-415-4628

2015-17 sickle cell poster child, Xavier McKinney

C onneCt W ith U s !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Supporting area youth
GIFTS, from front page

The overage of gifts will
be donated to the St. Petersburg Police Department for
children who become victims of circumstances and
are in need of comfort.
The Woodson Museum
touts having more events
than any other museum in
town, and two more were
added to the roster. They
now offer piano lessons for
the little ones.
Lipsey Scott said the
young and talented Latreca
Bonner approached her a
few months ago wanting to

teach piano lessons for free
at the museum. Of course
she immediately took her
up on the offer, but then realized there wasn’t a piano
in sight.
After taking to Facebook, seven individuals purchased enough keyboards
to have three sessions of six
students every Monday.
Since most students
won’t have a chance to see
a piano outside of the museum, Lipsey Scott wrote a
grant to purchase keyboards for students to take

home but was denied.
“I need you to know the
power of the person to
whom I pray,” said Lipsey
Scott, explaining that a few
emails down from the denial email was Wells Fargo
asking how they could help
the museum.
“Right now we’ve been
working with civic programs,” said Wells Fargo
District Manager Rodney
Wilson. “We have a team
member network and our
goal is to connect with the
local community.”

The museum was able
to give each household an
electric keyboard for
Christmas.
“We love you, and look
forward to the greatness
that will come out of you,”
Lipsey Scott said to the excited children.
Coming next month,
the museum will roll out a
new book club for area
youths. The goal of this
new program is to teach the
children their heritage,
which is largely ignored in
school.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
For Zetas, love conquers all
BY EMMA COOPER
CAVIN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The month of December
continues to be a special
time for the members of
the St. Petersburg chapter
of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated. The Annual
Scholarship Breakfast and
Fashion Show was the
perfect activity to start the
winter celebrations.
With the theme “Love
Conquers All,” the event
was much like a family reunion. The breakfast and
fashion show attendees
greeted their friends,
made new acquaintances,
exchanged interesting
tidbits of recent news, savored a delicious meal
and sat back to enjoy the
variety of styles and colors worn by the models.
Guests were welcomed by chapter President Daphne Lampley,
and Catriona Freeman introduced special guests,
which included representatives of other Greek and
civic organizations and

community
officials.
Words of inspiration and
grace were given by the
Chaplain Patricia Stewart,
and soloist Andrea FosterMixon gave a moving rendition of “O Holy Night.”
Cory Givens, Jr., a
member of Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, served
as the Master of Ceremony and fashion show
commentator. Professionally, Givens is employed
as a title specialist; however, he is better known
for his work within the
church and within the
community.
To get the audience
prepared for the fashion
show, Givens talked
briefly about the types of
love that would be represented as the models
walked the runway.
Friends and sorority
sisters, Joslin Stafford and
Sylvia Umar, represented
Phileo, which refers to
friendships.
Naturally
they were both dressed in
the sorority’s colors, royal
blue and white, in casual
as well as dressy outfits.
Devon McCullough

and his daughter Camyrn
represented Storge, the
kind of love that is seen
between siblings, cousins,
parents and children.
Eros, which is experienced by married couples, was represented by
husband and wife duos
Ernesto and Cheryl Smith
and LaShante and Zenita
Keys.
Minister Ulas Butler
and wife LaDonna represented Agape love, which
puts the welfare of others
above one’s own.
The St. Petersburg
chapter of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Incorporated appreciates all who attended
the breakfast, made donations or just encouraged
the organization in its endeavors. Proceeds from
the breakfast will go to
the ZEAL Foundation,
which provides scholarships and other services
to people in our communities.
For more information,
contact Emma Cooper
Cavin at (727) 867-7857 or
(727) 430-4186

At Island Flavors and ‘Tings, you will find everything
you want from the Islands and more all in one location.
Grocery • Restaurant • Catering
1411 49th St. S, Gulfport, FL 33707
Main: 727-327-6416 Catering: 727-804-1849
islandflavorsandtings.vpweb.com

Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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19 years of tradition
BLESSING, from front page

scene.
“There’s so much musical in the background,
and you can actually move
to it,” said Smith. Does
Smith really want to keep
performing? His response: “Yes, forever!”
Fairmount Park elementary student Jeloni
Parks, Smith’s former
sidekick, waited patiently
to share his thoughts on
what he likes about being
the lead male character.
“You get to be in all
the routines, and you
kinda don’t have to rush
and change quickly to
other stuff,” said Parks.
When the nine year
old was asked where he
could see himself 10 years
from now, he only said
one word: “Broadway!”
Parks has been the
lead character in “A Family Blessing” for the last
two years. The annual
production has cast members that return year after
year from pre-K to senior
high school. Once again
the Mahaffey Theater in
downtown St. Petersburg
would come alive with a
multicultural
journey
across the globe in music,
dance and drama.
Bay News 9 anchor
Erica Riggins welcomed
the audience as people
continued to stream into
the theater and take their
seats. Riggins acknowl-

edged Jai Hinson for her
continuous contribution
to the artistic and holistic
development of youth in
the Tampa Bay area.
As Hinson walked on
stage, the crowd, young
and old, cheered loudly
and vibrantly because she
has been responsible for
nurturing future and leaders. One of the young
leaders in ballet, Calvin
Royal III, returned to the
Tampa Bay area to receive the key to the city
from Urban Affairs Director Nikki Gaskin-Capehart.
Michael, played by
Parks, is discouraged
after witnessing urban violence that claims the life
of a youth in his community. He begins to question himself and his
ambitions like many
young youth today. They
wonder, like Michael, if
there is really any way
out.
However, Michael is
blessed to have access to
a strong and gifted matriarch, his grandmother
Zola, played by Adia Hoffist, who comforts him that
troublesome evening until
he falls asleep. At the beginning of Michael’s
dream, his grandmother
greets him again, but she
is the young, beautiful and
vibrant Princess Zola- a
gifted dancer. She grabs a

hold of her grandson’s
hand and the global journey in dance begins.
Michael visits Jazz
Land, the rain forest, Bali
Land and Africa. Many
guest artists contributed
to Michael’s global journey in dance, such as
Samiyah Parrimore, Vincent Bigham, Mahetzi,
Darius Carter, Dundu
Dole, PCCA Gibbs High
School students, Solomon
Mason and Blue Jay Native American dancers.
The climatic highlight
of the show was the two
Chakaba Stilt Dancers instead of just one. The two
performers
towering
thrilled the audience with
their comedic antics and
physical dexterity. As all
the dancers and performers joined in for the finale,
the audience joined in
with a synchronized clap.
The show before the
show
Prior to the Saturday
night performance, three
young men sat down
backstage and shared the
role that Arts 4 Life
played in resurrecting
each of their lives. What
they shared were three
candid realities of growing into manhood as an
African-American male in
an American city.
Marques McGill is 21
years old. He grew up in
Clearwater on Terrace

Road.
“My great-grandma
being my rock, and my
great-auntie being my
best friend,” said McGill.
Since McGill was the
youngest cousin for a long
time, he was not welcomed by his older
cousins who bullied him.
However, he could always
count on his great-grandmother and great-aunt to
be there for him.
“I was a real church
boy, so I didn’t really connect with the other kids
that I was growing up
with, but around seventh
grade I lost my auntie. So
I went through a lifechanging
experience
where I had to lean on
myself and figure out
what I want to do, and like
how I want to do it. Luckily at the time I had already been with Mamma
Jai at what once had been
life force…I was 10.
Doing African dance and
modern dance has helped
me grow into the man that
I am today.”
McGill is currently a
education
sophomore
major at Saint Leo University in Dade City, and he
looks forward to sharing
his love of culture, the
arts and the residual
knowledge from both to
inspire generations of
young people who come
up after him.

“I want to keep myself
humble; I want to keep
myself open for new experiences and just ready to
do whatever I need to do.”
Ryan Copeland is 28
years old, from Tampa.
He grew up in a singleparent household.
“By nature, they say
it’s hard for a woman to
raise a boy into a man,”
said Copeland.
However, Copeland’s
mother was wise and realized that she could not do
it all on her own.
“Through the grace of
God and my mother placing me around strong
men, here I am today,”
said Copeland.
However, Copeland’s
personal saving grace,
just like McGill, was the
arts.
“Music has been a
part of my life starting at
the age of two,” said
Copeland.
He and his family
moved from Tampa to St.
Petersburg when he was
in eighth grade where he
would soon meet Isaiah
Johnson.
“We gained a true
brotherhood,”
said
Copeland about Johnson.
Copeland stated that
his love for drumming
evolved into creating
music fulltime.
“I have not had a 9-to5 in my life: this is my

job,”
emphasized
Copeland about working
at his passion. He runs a
music production company with Nicco Warren,
Johnson’s older brother.
Copeland met Warren
when he first moved to St.
Pete.
He credits his present
success with meeting
good people like Warren
who inspired him. In addition, Copeland walked
with his Master’s in Business Administration in
2015.
“At the end of the day,
all I wanted to do was to
help my mother out,” said
Johnson, reflecting the
staunch character trait of
a provider.
Johnson started drumming with Dundu Dole
when he was seven. However, he also loved playing
sports. Many times he
was around older men
playing football and basketball.
“Out of my brothers I
was the hardheaded one.
I didn’t want to hurt anybody, it was just me wanting to make it happen…
and it was misguided.”
Johnson added.
Johnson stated that for
however many hours he
was drumming, he was
fine and with family, but
once he returned home,
he was “back in the
hood,” and that’s when
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troubles started.
“I started selling weed
in school,” said Johnson.
He added that his mother
did not know at first, but
she eventually found out.
Once Johnson got good at
the dope game, he started
robbing in Clearwater
and Tampa. He was just
16 years old.
Eventually, he got
caught and one out of five

robbery charges stuck.
He was a young black
man under 21 years old
with a police record. Bad
news! Although he went
to jail, he was bonded out.
However, the lure of what
seemed like easy money
caught Johnson’s attention.
“Someone close to me
ended up showing me
how to sell dope. I ain’t

know nothing about that.
But they cared about my
life knowing that I wasn’t
going to live long enough
to be a man by robbing.”
Johnson felt that people had to respect him as
a man despite the duality
and contradiction of his
life at the time. He ended
up in jail again, this time
for 12 months. That was
the beginning of the turn-

ing point for Johnson. He
got married, and he became a father.
“Now I’m 28, I don’t
sell drugs, I don’t rob. I
work two jobs. I’m a manager at one. I’m back to
drumming. Just making it
happen… the right way!
You know, I want to live to
see my kids grow.”
In addition to Johnson’s deep concern about

being there for his kids,
he highlighted a key point
about doing jail time.
“You’re not just the
only one doing time.
You’ve got realize that
your momma’s doing that
time with you, your kids
doin’ that time with you,
your lady’s doing that
time with you!”
Johnson had just
enough of the good stuff

in him-as well as many
loved ones to shield him
long enough to shift from
the lane of death to the
lane of life.
McGill, Copeland, and
Johnson are three brothers living “A Family Blessing” through the arts
under the love and guidance of Hinson and Arts 4
Life.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

(Childs Park Rec. Center)
Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850
@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Sunday
Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

Mission Statement

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Your church ad
could be here
contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.

Events for December
Dec 25 - Special Christmas Morning Early Worship
Service-9:30 a.m.
Dec 26 - Church Office
Closed
Dec 31 - Bring in the
New Year with the St. Mark
Family-Watch Night Services
at St. Mark-10:00 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the

Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptists Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
INVITATION
SUNDAY AT THE SHIP - Need
a place to call home, we're
not perfect, all of us have
sinned and fallen short, you
can come here just as you
are, seeking a Word from
the Lord, great Teaching
and Preaching is what you
desire, well, look no further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to
as “THE SHIP”, will hold
their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am
December at the Ship
The Ministries Christmas Break is scheduled
from December 12-30, 2016
- Sunday Worship will be as
usual 7:45 am and 10:45 am.
Please plan to invite your
family and friends to worship.
“EMMANUEL – GOD
IS WITH US”
CHRISTMAS
SUN-

DAY, DECEMBER 25,
2016
Church School will
began at 9:15 am and
Worship Service will
began at 10 am
The Annual Watch
Night Service will be held
on Saturday, December 31,
2016 at 9:45 p.m. Pastor is
asking for The Layman
Ministry and all men who
can volunteer as parking attendants to please prepare
to serve. In addition Pastor
is asking for the Adult Mass
Choir and Male Chorus to
serve. The Nurses Ministry
and all Adult Usher Ministries to serve. Dr. Joseph
Gordon and our own Pastor
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., will
be our proclaimers. Please
bring your family and
friends to close out the year
2016 with a great praise celebration. “To God Be the
Glory.”
Something to know...
GOD is still in CONTROL!

"REMEMBER OUR
MEN AND WOMEN IN
UNIFORM AS WELL AS
OUR VETERANS THIS
CHRISTMAS"
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of
the announcements, please
contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY –
FRI. FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Make Room for the Promise! Part 2
Luke 2:1-7
God is a Promise-Keeper! Despite all the
people who have disappointed us by not keeping their promises to us, we can depend on
God to fulfill his promises. Jesus was the fulfillment of God’s promise to the Hebrew people. The birth of Jesus symbolizes hope being
born again in our hearts.
Mary was pregnant with the promise of
God and Joseph accompanied her to the town
of Bethlehem so that they could be taxed.
When they showed up to the inn, the
innkeeper turned them away because there
was no room for them. Like the innkeeper, we
all have a choice to make when God’s promise shows up at our door. We have choice to
make room or to let the promise be born in
the manger.
To make room, the innkeeper could have
cancelled another reservation. Often to make
room for the promise of God, we must cancel
reservations. Our schedules can be changed.
Our itineraries can be altered. No appointment

is more important than God’s promise being
manifested in our lives. What reservations are
you willing to cancel for God’s promise?
The innkeeper also had the option to
clean out storage. Often, we say that we don’t
have room when the truth is that we have
storage space that is filled with junk, things
that no longer work and clothes that no
longer fit. Once we clean out the storage of
our hearts, where we have been holding bitterness, unforgiveness, hatred, envy and
strife, we will have room for God’s promise.
What storage are you willing to clean out for
God’s promise?
Another way for the innkeeper to handle
the situation was to evict or clear someone
else from the inn. Many times, we let the
promise of God walk out the door because we
don’t want to hurt other people’s feelings or
we don’t want them to be inconvenienced.
Who and what are you willing to clear out of
your life so that you have room for God’s
promise?

Galilee MBC
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church regular
4th Sunday services will be held at 7:45 a.m. on
Christmas Day instead of 11 a.m. Pastor
Earnest Jones would like all members to
spend the remainder of the day with their families.
Watch Night Services will be held on Dec.
31 beginning @ 9:30 at Galilee. Mt. Moriah Mis-

sionary Church will be worshiping with Galilee
during this time.
Galilee is located at 505 - 35th Street South
- St. Petersburg, Fl 33711 (Phone# (727) 3273186
Reverend Earnest Jones, Pastor of Galilee,
MBC Reverend Robert Ward, Pastor of Mt.
Moriah MBC
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